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This	well-crafted,	realistic,	and	heartwarming	story	will	be	read	and	reread	as	a	new	favorite	deserving	a	long-term	place	on	library	shelves.	—School	Library	Journal	(starred	review)			Brush	strokes	of	magical	realism	elevate	this	beyond	a	simple	story	of	friendship	to	a	well-crafted	tale	of	community	and	fellowship,	of	sweetness,	sorrow,	and	hope.
	And	it's	funny,	too.		A	real	gem.	—Kirkus	Reviews	(starred	review)			...[E]xquisitely	crafted	first	novel.	Each	chapter	possesses	an	arc	of	its	own	and	reads	almost	like	a	short	story	in	its	completeness;	yet	the	chapters	add	up	to	much	more	than	a	sum	of	their	parts.	.	.	This	bittersweet	tale	of	contemporary	life	in	a	small	Southern	town	will	hold	readers
rapt.	—Publishers	Weekly	(starred	review)			The	books'	truthfulness	is	what	makes	it	so	powerful.	People	can	identify	with	the	fact	that	everyone	sort	of	isolates	themselves	because	of	a	misconnection	or	a	loss	or	whatever	is	in	their	lives.	—Newsday			Poignant	and	delicately	told.	—The	New	York	Times	Book	Review			It's	the	kind	of	book	people	love
and	tell	their	friends	to	read.	—Washington	Post			A	gentle	book	about	good	people	coming	together	to	combat	lonliness	and	heartache—with	a	little	canine	assistance.	—The	Horn	Book	Guide			A	tale	not	just	about	a	dog	found	in	a	grocery	store;	it's	also	about	the	healing	power	of	truth.	—Boston	Globe	Kate	DiCamillo	says	of	writing	BECAUSE	OF
WINN-DIXIE,	"I	was	living	in	an	apartment	where	no	dogs	were	allowed.	As	a	result,	I	was	suffering	from	a	serious	case	of	'dog	withdrawal.'	One	night,	before	I	went	to	sleep,	I	heard	this	little	girl's	voice	(with	a	Southern	accent)	say,	'I	have	a	dog	named	Winn-Dixie.'	When	I	woke	up	the	next	morning,	the	voice	was	still	talking,	and	I	started	writing
down	what	India	Opal	Buloni	was	telling	me.	The	book	is	(I	hope)	a	hymn	of	praise	to	dogs,	friendship,	and	the	South."	My	name	is	India	Opal	Buloni,	and	last	summer	my	daddy,	the	preacher,	sent	me	to	the	store	for	a	box	of	macaroni-and-cheese,	some	white	rice,	and	two	tomatoes	and	I	came	back	with	a	dog.	This	is	what	happened:	I	walked	into	the
produce	section	of	the	Winn-Dixie	grocery	store	to	pick	out	my	two	tomatoes	and	I	almost	bumped	right	into	the	store	manager.	He	was	standing	there	all	red-faced,	screaming	and	waving	his	arms	around."Who	let	a	dog	in	here?"	he	kept	on	shouting.	"Who	let	a	dirty	dog	in	here?"At	first,	I	didn’t	see	a	dog.	There	were	just	a	lot	of	vegetables	rolling
around	on	the	floor,	tomatoes	and	onions	and	green	peppers.	And	there	was	what	seemed	like	a	whole	army	of	Winn-Dixie	employees	running	around	waving	their	arms	just	the	same	way	the	store	manager	was	waving	his.And	then	the	dog	came	running	around	the	corner.	He	was	a	big	dog.	And	ugly.	And	he	looked	like	he	was	having	a	real	good
time.	His	tongue	was	hanging	out	and	he	was	wagging	his	tail.	He	skidded	to	a	stop	and	smiled	right	at	me.	I	had	never	before	in	my	life	seen	a	dog	smile,	but	that	is	what	he	did.	He	pulled	back	his	lips	and	showed	me	all	his	teeth.	Then	he	wagged	his	tail	so	hard	that	he	knocked	some	oranges	off	a	display,	and	they	went	rolling	everywhere,	mixing	in
with	the	tomatoes	and	onions	and	green	peppers.The	manager	screamed,	"Somebody	grab	that	dog!"The	dog	went	running	over	to	the	manager,	wagging	his	tail	and	smiling.	He	stood	up	on	his	hind	legs.	You	could	tell	that	all	he	wanted	to	do	was	get	face	to	face	with	the	manager	and	thank	him	for	the	good	time	he	was	having	in	the	produce
department,	but	somehow	he	ended	up	knocking	the	manager	over.	And	the	manager	must	have	been	having	a	bad	day,	because	lying	there	on	the	floor,	right	in	front	of	everybody,	he	started	to	cry.	The	dog	leaned	over	him,	real	concerned,	and	licked	his	face."Please,"	said	the	manager.	"Somebody	call	the	pound.""Wait	a	minute!"	I	hollered.	"That’s
my	dog.	Don’t	call	the	pound."All	the	Winn-Dixie	employees	turned	around	and	looked	at	me,	and	I	knew	I	had	done	something	big.	And	maybe	stupid,	too.	But	I	couldn’t	help	it.	I	couldn’t	let	that	dog	go	to	the	pound."Here,	boy,"	I	said.The	dog	stopped	licking	the	manager’s	face	and	put	his	ears	up	in	the	air	and	looked	at	me,	like	he	was	trying	to
remember	where	he	knew	me	from."Here,	boy,"	I	said	again.	And	then	I	figured	that	the	dog	was	probably	just	like	everybody	else	in	the	world,	that	he	would	want	to	get	called	by	a	name,	only	I	didn’t	know	what	his	name	was,	so	I	just	said	the	first	thing	that	came	into	my	head.	I	said,	"Here,	Winn-Dixie."And	that	dog	came	trotting	over	to	me	just
like	he	had	been	doing	it	his	whole	life.The	manager	sat	up	and	gave	me	a	hard	stare,	like	maybe	I	was	making	fun	of	him."It’s	his	name,"	I	said.	"Honest."The	manager	said,	"Don’t	you	know	not	to	bring	a	dog	into	a	grocery	store?""Yes	sir,"	I	told	him.	"He	got	in	by	mistake.	I’m	sorry.	It	won’t	happen	again."Come	on,	Winn-Dixie,"	I	said	to	the	dog.I
started	walking	and	he	followed	along	behind	me	as	I	went	out	of	the	produce	department	and	down	the	cereal	aisle	and	past	all	the	cashiers	and	out	the	door.Once	we	were	safe	outside,	I	checked	him	over	real	careful	and	he	didn’t	look	that	good.	He	was	big,	but	skinny;	you	could	see	his	ribs.	And	there	were	bald	patches	all	over	him,	places	where
he	didn’t	have	any	fur	at	all.	Mostly,	he	looked	like	a	big	piece	of	old	brown	carpet	that	had	been	left	out	in	the	rain."You’re	a	mess,"	I	told	him.	"I	bet	you	don’t	belong	to	anybody."He	smiled	at	me.	He	did	that	thing	again,	where	he	pulled	back	his	lips	and	showed	me	his	teeth.	He	smiled	so	big	that	it	made	him	sneeze.	It	was	like	he	was	saying,	"I
know	I’m	a	mess.	Isn’t	it	funny?"It’s	hard	not	to	immediately	fall	in	love	with	a	dog	who	has	a	good	sense	of	humor."Come	on,"	I	told	him.	"Let’s	see	what	the	preacher	has	to	say	about	you."And	the	two	of	us,	me	and	Winn-Dixie,	started	walking	home.Because	of	Winn-Dixie.	Copyright	(c)	2000	Kate	DiCamillo.	Candlewick	Press,	Inc.,	Cambridge,	MA.
The	parents'	guide	to	what's	in	this	book.	Stands	out	for	and	.	Violence	&	Scariness	Not	present	Sex,	Romance	&	Nudity	Not	present	Drinking,	Drugs	&	Smoking	Parents	need	to	know	that	Because	of	Winn-Dixie,	Kate	DiCamillo's	lovely	novel	about	10-year-old	Opal	and	the	stray	dog	that	changes	her	life,	is	a	charming	story	full	of	quirky	characters
and	sweet	friendships.	There's	a	melancholy	veil	over	Opal's	story,	because	her	mother	abandoned	her,	but	that	also	helps	her	to	feel	empathy	for	friends	who	have	experienced	loss	and	sorrow.	Whiskey,	beer,	and	wine	are	mentioned	because	Opal's	mother	used	to	drink	to	excess.	Gloria	Dump	used	to	drink	as	well	--	the	empties	hanging	from	trees	in
her	backyard	represent	past	transgressions,	including	drinking	--	but	that's	in	the	past	and	predates	the	time	of	this	story.	Parents	should	also	note	that	the	town	librarian,	Miss	Franny,	tells	Opal	that	the	Civil	War	was	fought	over	slavery	and	"states'	rights"	and	recommends	that	Opal	read	Gone	with	the	Wind,	a	book	that	perpetuates	racist
stereotypes.	On	the	whole,	however,	this	novel	is	a	heartwarming	story	about	outcasts	who	find	solace	in	friendship,	and	it	will	make	every	lonely	kid	want	a	dog.	It	was	made	into	a	film	in	2005.	June	14,	2021	September	24,	2019	I	think	families	and	teachers	should	be	aware	that	there	IS	mention	of	alcoholism	a	few	times	throughout	the	short	story
regarding	a	couple	of	characters.	This	title	has:	Too	much	drinking/drugs/smoking	When	the	narrator	of	BECAUSE	OF	WINN-DIXIE,	India	Opal	Buloni,	takes	home	a	stray	dog	she	finds	at	the	supermarket,	her	whole	life	begins	to	change.	Opal	has	just	moved	to	the	small	town	of	Naomi,	Florida,	with	her	father,	a	preacher	who	"reminded	me	of	a
turtle	hiding	inside	its	shell."	Her	mother	abandoned	them	years	before,	and	Opal	feels	alone	and	sad	in	her	new	town.	One	day	at	the	supermarket,	she	meets	a	stray	dog	whose	fur	looks	"like	a	big	piece	of	old	brown	carpet	that	had	been	left	out	in	the	rain."	The	dog	has	gotten	into	the	store	and	and	is	knocking	over	product	displays	with	his	wagging
tale.	The	store	manager	says	he's	going	to	call	the	pound,	so	Opal	saves	him,	telling	the	manager	that	the	dog	is	hers	and	his	name	is	Winn-Dixie.	Winn-Dixie's	adorable,	silly	behavior	--his	friendliness,	his	funny	sneeze-smile,	and	the	way	he	howls	whenever	he's	left	alone	--	endears	him	to	new	friends.	As	Opal	gets	to	know	her	new	neighbors,	she
learns	that	many	of	them	have	sorrows	of	their	own,	and	she	takes	a	collection	of	wallflowers	into	her	heart:	the	ex-con	who	runs	the	pet	shop;	a	blind	old	woman	who's	rumored	to	be	a	witch;	an	elderly	librarian	with	stories	to	share;	a	pinched-faced	girl	who	acts	superior	to	Opa;,	and	a	few	more	children	who	need	friends	just	as	much	as	Opal	does.
Kate	DiCamillo's	lovely,	short	novel	is	full	of	charming,	quirky	characters	and	beautiful	life	lessons.	Winn-Dixie	becomes	Opal's	true	friend	and	her	reason	for	being.	He's	afraid	to	be	alone,	and	so	is	Opal,	but	now	they	have	each	other,	and	the	goofy	dog	helps	the	little	girl	make	new	friends.	Readers	of	Because	of	Winn-Dixie	will	see	how	much	Opal's
life	improves	when	she	approaches	people	with	an	open	mind	and	an	open	heart,	and	they'll	see	how	much	comfort	she	finds	in	realizing	that	she's	not	the	only	one	living	with	sorrow.	Most	important,	all	of	these	feelings	are	couched	in	an	amusing	story	with	a	wonderful	cast	of	misfits.	Families	can	talk	about	first	impressions	in	Because	of	Winn-
Dixie.	What	does	Opal	learn	about	looking	beyond	the	obvious?	How	do	Opal's	opinions	of	the	new	people	in	her	life	change	through	the	course	of	the	story?	What	makes	Winn	Dixie	special?	How	does	he	compare	with	dogs	in	other	stories	you've	read	or	watched?	Why	do	you	think	stories	about	beloved	dogs	are	so	popular?	How	does	Opal's
friendship	with	Winn-Dixie	change	her	other	relationships?	If	you	have	a	pet,	do	you	consider	your	pet	a	friend?
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